On the 5 of July 2003 the following manifesto was read out in Basque at a press conference in the Basque city of Donostia-San Sebastian to protest against Spanish government and judiciary plans to close down the Basque daily Gara and, more generally at the attacks by the Spanish judiciary and the governing, right-wing Partido Popular on Basque political freedoms and the Basque language and culture. (Two Basque dailies, a Basque political magazine and a Basque radio station have already been shut down by judicial orders from Spain). The statement was also read out in the Spanish language by the highly respected Donostia-San Sebastian lawyer, Artemio Zarco.

“THE ALARM BELLS HAVE SOUNDED”

That is the way it is: the alarm bells have sounded.

There are times when we get together to share happy times.

Others to share sorrows.

And there are times when we meet to share our disquiet.

This is one of those moments. The same old powers that want to close down GARA. Once again, and in the words of poet Gabriel Celaya, put to song by Paco Ibañez, they hardly let us say that we are who we are.

From its birth, GARA has been constantly watched by THE POWERS THAT BE which, fundamentally from Madrid, oversee dissidence; dissidence that is for them a distortion of the official truth.

This behaviour of THE POWERS THAT BE that is currently our misfortune to be lumbered with is coherent with a long tradition from a past on which it still feeds and to which it turns when they deem it in their interests in a call to order, their order in the world of thought, of ideas, of imagination.

GARA is not only a newspaper that is a thorn in the flesh for the established POWERS THAT BE. It is considerably more: it is a newspaper that is not under their control and which reports items which they consider high-risk, as if radioactive, such as the Basque Country and its self-determination, the paper’s alignment with the third world, its positions against aggressions by the powerful and its denunciation of savage capitalism; in all, its position on the progressive left opposed to reactionaries of all hues and from every latitude.

Since Gutenberg invented the printing press, the history of THE POWERS THAT BE, whether ensconced in a powerful kingdom or a smaller dukedom, has been one of mistrust of the written word. They quickly realised that writing introduced a Trojan horse into their domains, a being full of criticism, of hopes, of rebelliousness which could upset the whole established order of their things. 

It was the Papacy which first raised the alarm about the danger for them, establishing from the very beginning iron-heel controls over all publications. The “Imprimi potest” and the Nihil obstat” which are even today still applied to religious books are the leftover of a systematic control of all publications. The lay princes, privileged students of the former, immediately learnt the lesson and applied it. In the XVI century control by the Inquisition in Spain went to the delirious extreme of making booksellers, under grievous material and spiritual pain, draw up lists of all clients who bought just one book, with the date of purchase, the title of the work and the author.

This situation grew and multiplied with the appearance of a periodical press.

The powerful realised both the pros and cons of the press, solving their problem by monopolising its publication. In the XVII century, the Stuarts in England and the Bourbons in France had their own periodicals. They were the founders of what we today call the press. From that moment on there was a sordid struggle to gain access to the free press between the crowned monarchs and philosophers and revolutionaries of the XVIII century. The Declarations of American Independence and the French Revolution gave particular prominence to the right to the freedom of the press.

Also, from this time on, the freedom of the press has been associated with the freedom of peoples.  

Nevertheless, despite declarations of these principles and, as if it were part and parcel of their nature, THE POWERS THAT BE continue to be distrustful of an independent press.

Currently, many periodicals are published, but not all deserve the epithet of a free press, particularly not those that specialise in prostrating themselves before THE POWERS THAT BE or, which is the same, self-censure themselves so as not to criticise the system but resort to nice formulae which are so light and polite that they are more like warm reprimands than honest-to-goodness denouncements. 

GARA has, on its own merits, won a place in the roll of honour of the free press. This is the only reason why it has incurred the wrath of THE POWERS THAT BE. It is the only reason why the newspaper is in danger and, thereby, the voice and the word of an important part of the Basque people. GARA needs its more than 130,000 readers and they need GARA. They need each other. In the current crisis, without the help of its readers, GARA is nothing. With their help it is everything and, even more, it involves them in sharing a historic project. 
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